
The Greatest Hope of All 
 
The Easter message of Jesus rising from the dead is simply the greatest message of 
hope that there is.  
 
Nothing else in this world can ever provide a hope like that. A hope that can be 
shared by everyone. 
 
And this world could certainly do with some hope right now. With the Covid 19 
Pandemic and the suffering and fear which that is causing.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus changes everything. It changes our whole understanding 
of life. The worst that the world can do to anybody has been overcome by Jesus 
Christ. All that is wrong in the world can ultimately be defeated, in the same way as 
Jesus defeated death. 
 
The reason that the Resurrection changes everything is that it really happened. Any 
argument to the contrary just doesn’t stack up. Jesus’ tomb was empty. Had the 
body been stolen, sceptics may ask? If by the disciples then they would have known 
they had done that and would not have been prepared to go on to their own 
martyrdom on the basis of what they knew to be a myth. If stolen by the Roman or 
Jewish authorities then they would have produced it straight away to scotch the 
rumours that Jesus had risen. And Jesus had really died on the cross. Impossible 
not to have done, after crucifixion and a spear in the side - the Roman soldiers knew 
what they were doing. 
 
And then there are the appearances of Jesus. In the garden near the tomb, in the 
upper room, on the walk to Emmaus, by the sea in Galilee, on a mountain top and to 
more than 500 people at once. Again sceptics may argue these were imagination or 
hallucination. Hardly the case though; after Jesus’ death the disciples were 
frightened for the future, something real and tangible must have happened to turn 
them into world changing apostles. Hallucinations tend to be one person 
experiences, certainly not of so many different people at different times. 
 
The disciples were transformed. Into people prepared to lay down their lives for the 
sake of Jesus. They would not have done this if they had known or suspected the 
Resurrection not to have been real. 
 
Something remarkable must have happened to sustain the existence and growth of 
the Church. Without the resurrection we would just have had another failed messiah. 
Instead, within 300 years, the whole Roman Empire had fallen under Christianity. 
 
The Resurrection of Jesus certainly happened. 
 
Jesus’ death and resurrection give victory over everything which is wrong in the 
world. Christians believe He died for our salvation. If we need any help thinking 
about that just let’s look at the events that led up to His death. So many aspects of 
the wrong side of human nature were displayed.  
 



Judas betrayed Him, seeking personal gain at the expense of someone else’s life. 
Peter denied him. Jesus was falsely accused – people lied and deceived others to 
get Him into trouble, were incited to lie by the religious leaders. People mocked and 
tormented Him, humiliated Him, spat at Him, hit Him, violence just for the sake of 
violence. Pilate through fear or cowardice or both washed his hands of the matter 
and failed to do his duty – he knew Jesus was innocent, but did nothing to stop the 
hideous wrong being done. He abused his authority. Jesus was mocked by the 
soldiers, psychologically and physically tortured. And cruelly murdered. Those in 
power passing the buck, the religious authorities wanted Him dead, but they ensured 
they could blame Pilate for the fact He was killed.  
 
Although there is far more than this to Jesus dying to save the world, there can only 
be a few of the worst aspects of human nature that were not displayed here, all of 
which killed Him. 
 
Or rather didn’t kill Him.  
 
Because on the third day He rose again. The human nature which had sent Him to 
the cross had failed. He had beaten it. He came out from all of that victorious. 
 
And those same aspects of human nature which sent Jesus to the cross account for 
so much that is wrong with the world today. Wars, hunger, injustice. About 25,000 
people die of starvation worldwide each day in the year. And it is estimated that 
800,000 people have died in war this century alone, and we are only 20 years into it.  
 
Covid 19 is another one of those dark forces in the world, behind the imperfect 
human nature sadly there are things about creation which have also become 
imperfect and this is one manifestation of them. 
 
But Jesus’ resurrection shows us that all the forces of death will ultimately be 
defeated. Despite what is going on in the world at this time that Resurrection hope is 
still there. That message means that ultimately victory will be had over this terrible 
disease, as well as all the other things that are wrong with the world. 

Following that Resurrection, new life is created, new hope. After His Resurrection 
Jesus did not die again like Lazarus.  
 
He is still alive, living in the world through the Holy Spirit. 
 
And there are signs even through all our current sorrow of a new life and new hope 
for the world. Things happening that Jesus Himself would want. The focus 
everywhere on defeating the virus and saving life. Sacrificial levels of courage being 
displayed by those trying to help others. Vast resources devoted to those whose 
lives are affected by the virus, new medical facilities, hospitals being built in days, 
armies being used for their civilian skills rather than in fighting.  
 
The surety of Easter, of Jesus beating death, is always there amidst it all.  

Jesus is still alive. As Christians we can always be bringing that Easter message of 
hope to what so often may seem a Good Friday world. The assurance of Easter can 
see us through anything. It is the greatest hope of all. 


